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Name

Role

District

Before we get started, 

please introduce yourself 

in the chat box!
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Ashley Quick

☼ Special education 

teacher for 10 years

☼ Gap year…

or two or three…

☼ Subject Matter 

Expert with Public 

Consulting Group for 

three years



www.publicconsultinggroup.com

Heidi Brett Baker
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❖ Special education 

teacher for 14 years

❖ School administrator for 

15+ years

❖ Higher education for 10 

years

❖ Subject Matter Expert 

with Public Consulting 

Group for two years
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Meredith 

Keedy-Merk

☼ Special education 

teacher for 8 years

☼ Building 

administrator for 

3 years

☼ Subject Matter 

Expert with Public 

Consulting Group for 

5 years



Ashley Quick
aquick@pcgus.com

Heidi Brett Baker
hbrettbaker@pcgus.com

Meredith Keedy-Merk
mkeedymerk@pcgus.com

Amy Howie
ahowie@pcgus.com

Mary Baker-Boudissa
mbakerboudissa@pcgus.com

Christine Krieger 
ckrieger@pcgus.com

The Project SUCCESS Team
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Project SUCCESS supports districts to ensure that students with
significant disabilities achieve increasingly higher academic outcomes
and leave high school ready for post-secondary options by providing
ongoing and job-embedded professional development focused on
academic instruction, communication, and employability skills.

Topics Frequently 

Covered:
Inclusion and Equity 

for SWSID

Unpacking Content 

Connectors

Curriculum Mapping Goal Writing Distance Learning 

for SWSID

Types of Support:
On-site Professional 

Development

Summer Institutes Webinars State/National 

Conferences

Online Tools and 

Resources

“As a result of partnering with Project SUCCESS, my students are 
achieving at a much higher level as I am providing access and 
exposure to grade-level content connectors and curriculum.” 

attended 

or viewed

webinars9,514

34,322
views/downloads of 

Content Connector 

resources

participants at our 

2018 and 2019 

Summer Institutes

10
schools

selected as 

2020-2021 

Model Sites

37,485
views/downloads 

of curriculum and 

instructional 

resources

Indiana districts 

supported since 2014

211



Indiana Resource 
Network

See a full list of resource centers and 
descriptions of their work at 

www.doe.in.gov/specialed/indiana-resource-network
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http://www.doe.in.gov/specialed/indiana-resource-network
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Back to School 

Resources

https://projectsuccessindiana.com/2020-backtoschool-resources


Agenda

1. Introductions & Project SUCCESS Overview 

2. Content Connectors 101

• The 5 Ws of Content Connectors (Who, What, When, Where, Why)

3. Content Connectors 102

• The ‘How’ (Tools and Resources; how to share with gen ed 

teachers, paras, and families)

4. Questions and Next Steps

• Upcoming training opportunities

12
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Objectives

Participants will be able to…

▪ Describe Content Connectors using the 5 Ws

▪ Who, What, When, Where, Why

▪ Explore ways to share and implement Content Connectors across 

roles and settings 

▪ Identify High Leverage Practices that align with the sharing and 

implementation of Content Connectors 

13



How familiar are you with 

Content Connectors?  

How comfortable are you 

with implementing Content 

Connectors in instruction?

1 = not at all

…

5 = completely

On a scale of 1-5: 



Content Connectors and 
Unpacking

Content Connectors 101
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WHO: 
Students with Significant Disabilities

The CCC concurs that 4 criteria are met:

1. Disability significantly impacts intellectual 

functioning and adaptive behavior.

2. Student requires extensive, repeated, and 

individualized instruction and support that is 

not temporary.

3. Student uses substantially adapted 

materials and individualized methods of 

accessing information.

4. IEP goals are linked to alternate standards.*

Participation guidance

Participation FAQ

Alternate Assessment

Participation decision 

flowchart

https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/assessment/indiana-participation-guidance.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/assessment/indiana-alternate-assessment-participation-guidance-faq-final-3-28-18.pdf
https://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/assessment/indiana-alternate-assessment-participation-decision-flowchart-final-3-28-18.pdf


What Does 1% Mean?

Students (ages 3-21)

Students with no

identified disability

Students with
'mild'  disability

Students with  
'significant'
disability

Source: https://nces.ed.gov/programs/coe/indicator_cgg.asp
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WHAT: 
Indiana’s Alternate Academic Standards

• Condensed (not easier!) versions of the Indiana Academic 

Standards

• Highlight the knowledge and skills necessary for students to reach 

learning targets at each grade level

18

All content connectors 

are important for 

instruction; 

not all are important 

for assessment.

IDOE Short Share #7: Curriculum & Content Connectors

✓ Comparing Content 

Connectors and Indiana 

Academic Standards: 

ELA, Math, Science, Social 

Studies

✓ Vertical Alignment

✓ Description of Blueprint

https://youtu.be/5A25bSx9gFk
https://projectsuccessindiana.com/news/category/ELA
https://projectsuccessindiana.com/news/category/Mathematics
https://projectsuccessindiana.com/news/category/Science
https://projectsuccessindiana.com/news/category/Social+Studies
https://projectsuccessindiana.com/vertical-alignment
https://projectsuccessindiana.com/descriptionofblueprints
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Comparing Content Connectors &
Indiana Academic Standards



What questions 

do you have so far?
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WHEN:
Lesson plans, instruction, IEP goals, I AM

Project SUCCESS 

Lesson Plan Template

Project SUCCESS 

Lesson Plan Webinar

Project SUCCESS 

IEP Goal Writing 

Webinar

I AM Blueprints w/ 

Content Connector 

priority

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c48dc031aef1d22ffa8373b/t/5d56eb9a02b5410001c42c46/1565977501565/Lesson+Plan+Template+with+Links.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sUpBx_bJ-i4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_TVtpGCcvjQ&feature=youtu.be
https://projectsuccessindiana.com/descriptionofblueprints
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WHERE*:
Least Restrictive Environment

✓ General education setting when appropriate

✓ Spending as much time as possible with 

nondisabled peers

“Placement in inclusive classrooms does not 

interfere with the academic performance of 

students without disabilities with respect to 

the amount of allocated time and engaged 

instructional time, the rate of interruption to 

planned activities, and students’ achievement 

on test scores and report card grades.”

York, Vandercook, MacDonald, Heise-Neff & Caughey, 1992

Source: Dear Colleague Letter, US Department of Education, Office of Special 

Education and Rehabilitative Services, 11/16/15



“”
“The LRE provision in IDEA 

is the same as that in 

Brown v. Board of 

Education – separate but 

equal can never be equal. 

Therefore, students with 

disabilities have a right to 

equal access to general 

education settings, 

curriculum and instruction 

as a matter of basic 

civil rights.”
Brock, M. (2018). Trends in the Educational Placement of Students With Intellectual Disability in the United States Over the Past 40 Years. 
American Journal on Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities. 

Causton-Theoharis et al. 2011



WHY:
High Expectations

24
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Presumed Competence 

25

Performance

Competence

Presumed
Competence



Content Connectors and 
Unpacking

Content Connectors 102



The 
“How”

Unpacking 
Standards

General 
Education 
Alignment

Curriculum 
Mapping

Specially 
Designed 
Instruction

Universal 
Design for 
Learning

and Modify
Accommodate



Focus on High-Priority Content 
Connectors 

28



Comparing Content Connectors &
Indiana Academic Standards

ELA Math Science Social Studies

https://projectsuccessindiana.com/news/category/ELA
https://projectsuccessindiana.com/news/category/Mathematics
https://projectsuccessindiana.com/news/category/Science
https://projectsuccessindiana.com/news/category/Social+Studies
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Vertical Alignment

Resource: Vertical Alignment Documents

https://projectsuccessindiana.com/vertical-alignment


Description of the Blueprint

31
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Considerations for Sharing 
with Colleagues

• Share side-by-side version of Content Connectors

• Share PS Lesson Plan Template

• Emphasize the goal of “high yet reasonable” expectations 

• Consider how principles of UDL could increase access for all 



How do you envision utilizing the 

Content Connector resources to 

inform your teaching? 

What resources will you share with 

your colleagues (e.g., general

educators and paraprofessionals)?



Unpacking 

Considerations

Skills

• Related

• Embedded

Functional 
Application

Vocabulary

• Core

• Academic
• Assessment

34



Unpacking Content Connectors Webinar

Wednesday, September 16

3:00-4:00pm Eastern

• Who utilizes the Content Connectors?

• Where can I locate them? 

• How can I make them accessible to students?

Register at https://bit.ly/3iYFrRA

35

https://bit.ly/3iYFrRA




• Embed into daily lessons

• Teach students how to respond to vocabulary

• Share with others working with the student for consistent use

Academic Vocabulary
ELA Academic Vocab

Math Academic Vocab

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c48dc031aef1d22ffa8373b/t/5cf7034d65a83d00016531a0/1559692111250/AcademicVocabularyELA.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c48dc031aef1d22ffa8373b/t/5cf703665b70f50001b463d0/1559692140588/AcademicVocabularyMath.pdf
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Balance Academic and Functional Skills

• Incorporate functional skills into daily routines rather than 

devoting specific blocks of time

• Use academic content during social skills lessons/groups

• Be intentional about identifying the functional application of 

academic skills



Collaborating to Implement 
Content Connectors

39



Share Resource Documents

40

Share with general education 

teachers and paraprofessionals 

to clarify instructional goals.

Considerations:

▪ How can the documents be 

used in the classroom?

▪ Which resources are most 

useful within your classroom? 

▪ How can you share this 

content with paraprofessionals 

and general educators?

Download the 

template here!

https://projectsuccessindiana.com/s/PREPAR1.DOC


Exposure*
to grade level 

gen ed content

Mastery
of skills at/near 

ability level

*for students with the most significant disabilities

Exposure

vs.

Mastery



Meaningful Access to Grade-Level 

Curriculum: Example 1

Gen Ed Expectations Potential Modifications

1. Select a topic 1. Select topic from three options

2. Identify similarities and differences 2. Demonstrate understanding of 

‘same’ and ‘different’

3. Paraphrase resources 3. Paraphrase sentences read aloud 

by someone else

4. Organize details into cohesive 

paper

4. Dictate and copy sentences

5. Read paper aloud to the class 5. Present a graphic representation of 

information to the class

What might it look like?



Meaningful Access to Grade-Level 

Curriculum: Example 2

Gen Ed Expectations Potential Modifications

1. Write unfamiliar word in vocabulary 

journal.

1. Select unknown word paired with 

picture symbol and glue in journal.

2. Write the sentence the word was 

found in. 

2. Match the word to the sentence in 

the text.

3. Write the definition of the word. 3. Match the printed word to the 

picture symbol.

4. Use the word in a new sentence (in 

writing).

4. Use the word in a new sentence 

(verbally or fill in the blank).

What might it look like?



Lesson Plan Templates

44

Original Lesson Plan Template

Template with Considerations 

for Distance Learning

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c48dc031aef1d22ffa8373b/t/5d7078e4e857b50001c9b748/1567652068749/Lesson+Plan+Template+with+PS+links+Fall19.pdf
https://projectsuccessindiana.com/distance-learning


Differentiated Student Response

Variation 1 Variation 2 Variation 3

“Tell”

Student responds 

by pointing to a 

picture. 

(Might not ‘tell’ 

using their voice.)

Student responds 

using 1-2 words.

(Possibly also points 

to a picture.)

Student responds 

using 1-2 

sentences. 

(Refers back to the 

story for answer.)

“Character”

Student identifies

picture of main 

character when 

presented with a  

distractor. 

(E.g., picture of 

main character 

compared to picture 

of a basketball.) 

Student identifies a 

picture of the main 

character within the 

text.

Student identifies 

and can describe

the main character 

in the story.



Differentiated Representation

Main 
Topic 

or Skill

Video

Hands-
On 

Activity

Comic 
Strip
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Download the 

checklist here!

https://projectsuccessindiana.com/s/CHECKL1.PDF


Establish Goals

Download the template here!

https://projectsuccessindiana.com/s/SUPPOR1.DOC


“When inclusive education is fully embraced, 

we abandon the idea that children have 

to become ‘normal’ in order to contribute 

to the world. 

We begin to look beyond typical ways 

of becoming valued members of the community, 

and in doing so, begin to realize 

the achievable goal of providing all children 

with an authentic sense of belonging.”

- Norman Kunc

49



Where We’ve Been
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WHO: Students with significant intellectual disabilities

WHAT: Indiana’s alternate academic standards

WHEN: Lesson planning, instruction, IEP goals, I AM

WHERE: Least Restrictive Environment

WHY: Higher expectations (ESSA & Dear Colleague letter)

HOW: Balance, Prioritize, and Infuse

Content Connectors Summary

IDOE Short Share #7: Curriculum & Content Connectors

https://youtu.be/5A25bSx9gFk


Additional Opportunities

9/6/20 Inclusive Mindset: 

Sharing the Message

9/23/20 Best Practices for 

Inclusive Instruction

Register HERE!

Where We’re Going

Visit our website for additional virtual training opportunities!

https://forms.gle/gxQ78RzN3gHv4vxY6
http://www.projectsuccessindiana.com/
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https://projectsuccessindiana.com/2020-backtoschool-resources
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Unpacking Content Connectors Webinar

Wednesday, September 16

3:00-4:00pm Eastern

• Who utilizes the Content Connectors?

• Where can I locate them? 

• How can I make them accessible to students?

Register at https://bit.ly/3iYFrRA

55
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Meredith
mkeedymerk@pcgus.com

Heidi 
hbrettbaker@pcgus.com

Ashley
aquick@pcgus.com
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@ProjectSUCCESS4

fb.me/ProjectSuccessIN
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